April 13,2020
Update on Federal Stimulus Bill

The Georgia Department of Labor (GDOL) is updating its current systems to distribute federal
unemployment funds as part of the CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security) bringing economic relief to many Georgians.

The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation program, or FPUC, provides an
additional $600 weekly payment to any individual eligible for any of the Unemployment
Compensation programs - State and Federal. The GDOL will begin sending this additional
payment to those currently receiving state unemployment benefits beginning this week. This
supplement will be an additional payment to regular weekly state unemployment benefits and
will include all eligible weeks beginning with the week ending 4/4/2020. Y our payment may not
be $600 weekly if you have elected to have state and federal taxes deducted. Federal taxes are
deducted at 10% and state taxes at 6%. Unemployment benefits are taxable income. Other
deductions may include court ordered or voluntary child support or repayment of an Ul
overpayment (one-half of your $600 FPUC payment will be deducted and applied to your
outstanding overpayment).

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance or PUA, is the program that will provide unemployment
benefits to those not ordinarily eligible for them. This includes individuals who are self-
employed, gig workers, 1099 independent contractors, employees of churches, employees of
non-profits 501C3s, or those with limited work history who do not qualify for state
unemployment benefits. The GDOL has modified its current online unemployment application
adding new questions to better identify those individuals who may be eligible for PUA. These
individuals must be determined not to be eligible to receive state benefits before being
evaluated for federal PUA benefits.

The first step is for the individual to file a regular state unemployment claim application, where
you will be asked questions about your employment and wages for the last 18 months. The
application for regular state unemployment benefits will be reviewed by GDOL and a written
determination of eligibility will be released within 21 days.

The new federal PUA program is still under development and must be built from scratch to allow
verification of wages. Once the programming is completed, individuals determined to not be
eligible to be paid regular state benefits will receive an email with instructions for filing a PUA
application. The GDOL has partnered with the Georgia Department of Revenue to help verify
wages, subject to approval from the applicant. Emails should begin to go out to applicants
potentially eligible for PUA on April 22, 2020.

Once the PUA application is received, it will be reviewed for eligibility and a written
determination will be released with appeal rights. See detailed instructions on PUA.

Individuals who have already filed a claim with the GDOL and determined not eligible for state
unemployment benefits and may be potentially eligible to receive benefits under this program, do


https://dol.georgia.gov/pua

NOT have to refile a regular state claim. Once development of the new federal PUA program is
completed, these individuals will be identified and will receive notification by email with a link
to the application or mail containing information regarding the PUA application process.

The Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program, or PEUC, allows for up
to an additional 13 weeks of benefits added to the end of regular unemployment benefits. This
means claimants may collect unemployment benefits for a longer period of time than under
normal circumstances. The GDOL recently received the guidelines on PEUC from the USDOL
and 1s working quickly to develop and implement the new PEUC system. Individuals potentially
eligible for this program will be identified and sent notification with PEUC claim filing
instructions.

Read about the CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) ACT



https://dol.georgia.gov/blog-post/2020-04-10/cares-coronavirus-aid-relief-and-economic-security-act

